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Nine to Five

Item, an industrial design firm, wanted to expand. In addition to
space, the company required a range of facilities, among them ex-
ecutive offices, design studios and a machine shop. Tucked in the
city’s jewelry district, this 20,000 square-foot parcel with a 10,000
square-foot building seemed just the thing. Our specialists point-

ed out that rather than make the structure more complicated,
Bames simplified it for his clients, employing a “smart solution”:
two volumes with a dynamite, light-gathering atrium in between.

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS AND DESIGN CENTER, ITEM, NEW
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT, INC., PROVIDENCE

Architect: James Barnes, Providence
Contractor: Frank Gustafson, Case Construction, East Providence
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